International Conference/Workshop

„Lower Latitudes Loess – Dust Transport Past and Present“

(Sponsored by UNESCO-IGCP 500 and INQUA Project 0509)

Call for Papers

Loess of middle and higher latitudes is now accepted as a high-resolution record of past terrestrial climates and environments. Since the 1970ies, a steadily increasing number of investigations into past and recent lower latitudes dust deposits (“desert loess”) have been published, but up to present neither the paleoclimatic and paleoenvironmental information stored in desert loess profiles, nor are their teleconnections to “classical” loess well understood. At present, the Sahara desert accounts for about 50% of global dust sources, but little is known about the role of lower latitudes deserts during glacial dust transports. The importance of aerosol in coupled climate models, however, has emerged as a crucial factor. Thus, a better understanding of past and present global dust budgets becomes essential for climate change research.

An international workshop on lower latitudes loess and its links to “classical” glacial loess formation at higher latitudes is scheduled from 

6 to 10 March, 2006, on Lanzarote, Canary Islands, Spain.

The workshop will be held at the research and training centre “Casa de los volcanes”, a department of the “Cabildo de Lanzarote” (council of Lanzarote) and hosted in the area of the world-famous “Jameos de l’Agua” scenic site designed by Lanzarote’s most famous artist Cesar Manrique. The number of participants is limited to 65 persons. The workshop includes two days of scientific field trips during which a number of desert loess – paleosol sequences (actually under investigation by the organizers and their co-workers) and some major archaeological sites will be presented. A scenic tour around the beautiful island will give an overview of the fascinating volcanic landscape in a semi-desert climate. 

The costs can be kept very low. 48 beds in simple but clean apartments (sleep 4 in 2 bedrooms, sitting room, small kitchen) in a nearby village at the seaside have been reserved at a rate of 8 € (ca. 10 US$) per person and day (not including alimentation). The low-cost apartments will primarily be rented to students and to delegates from developing countries. Additional higher standard hotels and apartments are available nearby. An agreement for a 3-courses lunch at a rate of 12 € per person has been made with a nearby restaurant, but everybody may feel free to care for his own food supply. Transportation will be managed by hired cars (4 persons per car) as this is much cheaper than a coach. We therefore need up to 16 participants who are able and willing to drive a car (full assurance).

Lanzarote’s airport Arecife is an international airport which is served from many European countries and from some overseas countries by charter and regular flights. Early booking can save a lot of money!

Some funding is available to support students and participants from developing countries. We encourage researchers from African countries in particular to submit abstracts for oral or poster presentations and to apply for financial support.

Those who are interested in joining the conference/workshop are requested to send their preliminary registration to Prof. Faust or to Prof. Zoeller by email, fax or snail mail, also indicting a preliminary title of their oral or poster contribution. Due to the limited number of participants, those who register first will be listed first.

Conference language is English, but some presentations may also be given in Spanish.

We plan to publish refereed manuscripts from conference contributions in a special volume of QUATERNY INTERNATIONAL.
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Looking forward to meeting you on Lanzarote Island!

Sincerely,

Prof. Dr. Ludwig Zoeller, chairman of INQUA sub-commission on loess and paleopedology


Ludwig.zoeller@uni-bayreuth.de

Chair of Geomoprhology, University of Bayreuth, 95440 Bayreuth, Germany, 

fax +49-921-552314

Prof. Dr. Dominik Faust


Dominik.Faust@mailbox.tu-dresden.de
Chair of Physical Geography, Dresden University of Technology; 01062 Dresden, Germany, fax +49-351-4633-7046

Prof. Dr. Dave S. Thomas, chairman of IGCP 500


david.thomas@ouce.ox.ac.uk

Chair of IGCP 500

