OPEN SCIENCE CONFERENCE: 

GLOBAL CHANGE IN MOUNTAIN REGIONS

PERTH, SCOTLAND, UK, 2-6 OCTOBER 2005

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT

This Open Science Conference will be the first opportunity for scientists and ecosystem managers concerned with global change impacts on mountain regions to hear results, exchange insights, and discuss joint activities for the future. The Conference is the concluding activity of the Global Change in Mountain Regions (GLOCHAMORE)
 project, funded by the European Commission. 
Who should attend:

· All researchers (physical, biological and social scientists, self-identified as "mountain" or not) who can contribute to: 

1) analysis and dissemination of the results of past and ongoing research on global change in mountain regions; and

2) preparation of an integrative research strategy for mountain regions that will effectively address the challenges of the 21st Century. 

· Managers and scientists interested in and responsible for Mountain Biosphere Reserves (MBRs) and other protected areas, to develop a strategy for implementing global change research in MBRs and other sites around the world.
Conference outcomes

· communication of new results between scientists and researchers working in the mountains of both industrialised and developing countries around the world;
·  a framework for long-term research on global change that can be implemented in Mountain Biosphere Reserves and other mountain locations in both industrialised and developing countries.

Conference format (for further details, see http://www.mountain.conf.uhi.ac.uk/programme_schedule.htm)
· Mornings will comprise plenary presentations on major issues, followed by comment from an expert discussant and open discussion.

· Afternoons will include concurrent sessions for presentation of 15-minute papers, with time in each session for discussion on key issues for future research.
· Posters will be exhibited throughout the conference, with a poster session and reception on the evening of Monday 3 October.
· Evening events
The conference will be preceded by field trips in the Scottish Highlands on Sunday 2 October to explore issues of global change and their management.

Submission of abstracts

Proposals for presentations (plenary, concurrent sessions, posters) are sought on the following themes:

· adaptation to climate change for conservation and tourism managers

· biochemistry and carbon stores

· climatic inferences from glacier variations

· changes in land uses and economies

· glacier retreat and permafrost

· institutions for mitigating and adapting to global change

· integrated mountain ecosystem management

· linking science and knowledge systems for sustainable development

· livelihoods, vulnerability, and conflict

· migration and mountain areas

· mountain biodiversity

· mountain lakes and freshwater systems

· mountain hazards

· pollution interactions with mountain ecosystems

· social, cultural and political meanings of the globalisation of mountain issues

· terrestrial mountain ecosystems and their management

· the paleoecological record from mountain regions

If you wish to submit a proposal, please use the abstract submission form on the following page.

· Proposals must be submitted by 29 April 2005
· Notification of acceptance of proposals will be by 25 May 2005
Conference organising committee

Alfred Becker, Potsdam Institute for Climate Research, Germany; Harald Bugmann, ETH Zurich, Switzerland; Georg Grabherr & Daniela Hohenwallner, University of Vienna, Austria; Greg Greenwood & Astrid Bjoernsen Gurung, Mountain Research Initiative; Daniel Maselli, Centre for Development and Environment, Switzerland; Martin Price, UHI Millennium Institute, UK; P.S. Ramakrishnan, Jawaharlal Nehru University, India; Thomas Schaaf, UNESCO.
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� GLOCHAMORE is funded by the European Commission through the Sixth Framework Programme on Sustainable Development, Global Change and Ecosystems. It is coordinated by the Mountain Research Initiative (MRI) in Bern, Switzerland, and the Department of Conservation Biology, Vegetation- and Landscape Ecology, Faculty of Life Science, University of Vienna, Austria. GLOCHAMORE includes researchers from the following institutions: Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH), Potsdam Institute of Climate Impact Research (PIK), Cemagref, Laboratoire de Glaciologie et Géophysique de l'Environnement (LGGE), University of Zürich, Global Mountain Biodiversity Assessment (GMBA), Utrecht University, UHI Millennium Institute, Technological and Educational Institute of Lamia, Jawaharlal Nehru University, UNESCO MAB, and University of L'Aquila. MRI is a joint programme of IGBP, IHDP, GTOS, UNESCO-MAB, and UNESCO-IHP. For more information, see mri.scnatweb.ch/content/category/3/10/30/
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