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Human Security and Climate Change

An International Workshop

Oslo, Norway, 21–23 June 2005

Call for papers

Human security can be thought of as having the capacity to avoid violent conflict, overcome vulnerability, and respond positively to environmental change. The general aim of this workshop is to reposition the climate change debate within the context of human security. While there has been substantial research into the impact of climate variability and change on society, most of this work has focused on climate as the driving force, rather than on how it interacts with the complex and rapidly changing socio-political environments that ultimately determine the security of individuals, communities, or nations.

Specific topics that will be considered at this workshop include:

· How does climate change affect vulnerability, and hence human security?

· What role does climate change play in the array of factors affecting human security?

· How might climate change directly or indirectly influence conflict or cooperation?

The workshop, planned for 21–23 June 2005, will bring together approximately 50 participants to present and discuss aspects of human security and climate change. The workshop will serve as a forum for formulating a research agenda related to human security and climate change. The network of scholars working in this field of research will be broadened through the workshop and other follow-up activities linked to IHDP and UNEP. A selection of the best papers from the workshop will be submitted as a special issue to an international journal.

The causal chain from climate change to significant impacts on human security is likely to be long, complex, and full of uncertainties. We are looking for papers that contribute significantly to multiple elements of this chain, whether written by authors primarily associated with climate change research or with research on conflict, vulnerability, or other aspects of human security. There are no restrictions in terms of academic disciplines. The decisive criterion is the likelihood that the paper can make a meaningful contribution to the intersection of the study of climate change with that of human security.

The workshop is organized by the Global Environmental Change and Human Security (GECHS) Project of the International Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change Programme (IHDP), in collaboration with CICERO and the Centre for the Study of Civil War (CSCW) at the International Peace Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO). It is co-sponsored by the Department of Early Warning and Assessment (DEWA) at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). DEWA/UNEP has agreed to support developing country participation in the workshop. Partial funding may also be available to cover travel and local costs for other presenters.

Those who are interested in participating should send a paper title, an abstract (minimum 200 words), institutional affiliation and address, as well as a brief bionote to the conference secretariat at humsec-secretariat@cicero.uio.no, no later than 20 September. We will make a preliminary selection of papers by 31 October. Acceptance of a paper will not automatically entail travel funding. Final confirmation will await the response to pending funding applications, and we will provide a definitive answer before the end of 2004.

For the organizers,

Karen O’Brien




Nils Petter Gleditsch

Senior Researcher, CICERO


Research Professor, CSCW
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Karen O’Brien (CICERO, co-chair), Nils Petter Gleditsch (CSCW, co-chair), Mike Brklacich (GECHS), Steve Lonergan (DEWA/ UNEP), Jonas Vevatne (CICERO, co-secretary) and Henrik Urdal (CSCW, co-secretary). Conference address: HUMSEC, c/o CICERO, University of Oslo, P. O. Box 1129, Blindern, 0317 Oslo, Norway; tel: +47–22 85 87 50, fax: +47–22 85 87 51; e-mail: humsec-secretariat@cicero.uio.no; URL: www.cicero.uio.no/humsec.


