Dryland Change, 2002, IGCP-413 Conference, Yazd (Iran)

First Circular (including registration and accommodation schedule) 

25-31 August 2001

Paper sessions 25-27 August, Fieldtrip 28-31 August

Yazd Province is located at 26° 52´-33° 27´ N and 52° 55´-56° 37´ E in central Iran, bordered by Esfahan, Khorasan, Fars and Kerman.  The province has a total area of about 74000 km2 and its population is more than 760000. The climate is dry and hot during the summer with up to 40 degrees centigrade during July and has cold winters with some rain or snow. Average annual temperature is about 19 degrees and the mean annual precipitation is up to 100 mm. However, since 1998 the annual precipitation has dropped to less than 30 mm. Mean annual rainfall varies from about 50 mm at desert areas to more than 300 mm at Shir Kuh (Lion Mountains). 

The highest point of the province is Shir Kuh summit with more than 4000 m above mean sea level (a.m.s.l) and the lowest point is at Zarrin Desert (north of the province) with less than 850 m (a.m.s.l).  You can find many interesting physical features in the area such as: moraine deposits, sand ramps and dunes, significant alluvial fans, travertine domes, playas and pans.  For more information and the map of the area you can visit:

http://www.geocities.com/CollegePark/Square/index2
City of Yazd has a population of more than 350,000 and located at 700 km SE of Tehran. Although it was not a major political city throughout the Iranian history, the city is one of the most historical sites of Iran. The city has been the most important place of Iran for Zoroastrians for a long time during the later parts of the Islamic period, though their present population within the city is not more than 6000.  There are many Islamic and Zoroastrians monuments either in the cities or in the abandoned parts of the province which some of these, such as Jam’e Mosque and Amir Chakhmagh Square and Zoroastrians Silence Tower are among the most important cultural-historical heritage’s of Iran. 

After the establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran (1979), Yazd has emerged rapidly as a modern educational and industrial centre. University of Yazd was established in 1988 as a centre of higher education and has grown rapidly while preserving quality. Currently, with 400 academic staff, more than 6500 students and 400 working staff, the university has made it possible to provide the community with necessary education.  Yazd University has modern educational faculties and departments such as Engineering, Science, Architecture, Human Sciences, and Natural Resources. The University has a very active Desert and Kavir Research Centre, which has been established at 1995.  This research centre has active relationships with academics from all over the world including those from Austria, United Kingdom, India, Germany and Russia. For more information about Yazd and Yazd University and to view some photographs of Yazd you can visit Yazd University homepage at:

http://www.yazduni.ac.ir
The conference covers all the principle themes of IGCP-413, covered at the successful Dryland Change 2001 meeting in South Africa.

The integral fieldtrip includes aeolian (sand ramp, loess), lacustrine (palaeolakes), salt domes, glacial and dryland mountain land use themes.

Registration timetable and accommodation schedule

Expressions of interest: by End of March 2002

Early registration: 160 dollars, until the end of April 2002

Late registration: 180 dollars, until 15th of June 2002 (Closing day of registration). 

Note: We have to inform embassies to facilitate visa works, and we have to reserve hotel rooms, otherwise it would be too late for the reservation.

A bed (in a double bed room): 40 dollars per person per night and 160 dollars for 4 nights (for bed, full food including breakfast, lunch, dinner, fruits, etc.).

Single beds are available in occasional cases and have to be arranged in advance for 65 dollars per night.

Fieldwork: 4 days, 280 dollars (70 dollars per day and should be booked for 4 days). This includes all facilities and food, bus and other services during the trip. 

For all communications and comments please send your reply to: 

dmehrshahi@yazduni.ac.ir  (or in case to dmehrshahi@yahoo.com )

And also a cc to: 

m.h.mobin@yazduni.ac.ir (or in case to m.h.mobin@yahoo.com) 
IGCP-413 will be able to offer partial support for attendance to a number of delegates (preference to developing world and young scientists) subject to the acceptable of a paper for presentation at the meeting. It is also hoped to secure further additional support from the Third World Academy of Sciences.

Please send an email to dmehrshahi@yazduni.ac.ir, copied to IGCP413@shef.ac.uk, if you expect to be able to participate/are interested in participating.

